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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The spacing of the lines of the specification is such as to make reading and entry of 
amendments difficult. New application papers with lines double spaced on good quality paper 
are required. 

3. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-4 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1, line 3: "each the " should be —each of the—. 

Claim 3, line 4: "a error" should be —an error-. 
Claim 4, line 4: "contends" should be —contents—. 
Claim 14, line 3: "forehand" should be —beforehand—. 
Claims 2-4 are dependent upon claim 1. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 1 1 & 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jiyaruko et al. (hereafter Jiyaruko) (JP 09-306088) (see translation). 

In regard to claim 1, Jiyaruko discloses a method for identifying optical disks (paragraph 
1, lines 1-2), comprising the step of: in a state where each of the optical disks is reproduced 
(paragraph 1, line 3: "playback"), performing identification of the optical disk, based on whether 
or not data at a predetermined position on a logical format has predetermined data (paragraph 28, 
lines 3-8: "initiation code"). 

In regard to claim 2, Jiyaruko discloses that each of the optical disks is reproduced in a 
predetermined sequence (paragraph 47, lines 1-2), and the identification of the optical disk is 
performed when the data at the predetermined position on the logical format is reproduced 
(paragraph 1, line 3: "playback"). 

In regard to claim 4, Jiyaruko discloses that the data at the predetermined position is data 
in a predetermined file structure (paragraph 28, line 4: "sequence header") recorded in each of 
the optical disks, and the predetermined data is data related to contents of the recorded data 
(paragraph 28, lines 5-10). 

In regard to claim 5, Jiyaruko discloses a method for reproducing optical disks, 
comprising the steps of: performing identification of each of the optical disks based on whether 
or not data at a predetermined position on a logical format obtained by reproducing the optical 
disk has predetermined data (paragraph 1, lines 1-2; paragraph 28, lines 3-8: "initiation code"); 
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and controlling a reproducing operation based on a result of the identification (paragraph 1, lines 
3-4). 

In regard to claim 10, Jiyaruko discloses that an amount of data read from each of the 
optical disks beforehand is switched based on the result of the identification (paragraph 40, lines 
6-10). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Jiyaruko discloses an optical disk apparatus (Drawing 5) 
comprising: data reading means (15) for, in a state where each of optical disks (10) is reproduced 
(paragraph 1, line 3), reading data recorded therein; and control means (90) for identifying the 
optical disk based on whether or not data which has been obtained by the data reading means and 
is located at a predetermined position on a logical format has predetermined data (paragraph 28, 
lines 3-8: "initiation code"), and for performing control on an operation in accordance with a 
result of the identification (paragraph 1, lines 3-4). 

In regard to claim 14, Jiyaruko discloses that the control means controls the data reading 
means in such a manner as to switch an amount of data to be read beforehand from each of the 
optical disks based on the result of the identification (paragraph 40, lines 6-10). 
7. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 9 & 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujinawa (JP 08-102140) (see translation). 

In regard to claim 1, Fujinawa discloses a method for identifying optical disks (paragraph 
25, line 2: "distinguished"), comprising the step of: in a state where each of the optical disks is 
reproduced (paragraph 25, line 1), performing identification of the optical disk, based on whether 
or not data at a predetermined position on a logical format has predetermined data (paragraph 
26). 



Application/Control Number: 09/926, 1 92 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2652 

In regard to claim 3, Fujinawa discloses that the data at the predetermined position is data 
in a unit of block (paragraph 21, line 1 : "sector") recorded in the optical disk, and the 
predetermined data is data of an error correction code completed within the block (paragraph 

26). 

In regard to claim 5, Fujinawa discloses a method for reproducing optical disks, 
comprising the steps of: performing identification (paragraph 25, line 2: "distinguished") of each 
of the optical disks based on whether or not data at a predetermined position on a logical format 
obtained by reproducing the optical disk has predetermined data (paragraph 26); and controlling 
a reproducing operation based on a result of the identification (paragraph 25, line 2: "processing 
according to the distinction result"). 

In regard to claim 6, Fujinawa discloses that when an error is detected in the data 
obtained by reproducing each of the optical disks, a processing for responding to the error 
detection is switched based on the result of the identification (paragraph 9: "error correction 
according to each format"). 

In regard to claim 9, Fujinawa discloses that a speed of reading data from each of the 
optical disks is switched based on the result of the identification (see paragraph 39: "rotational 
speed control"; Drawing 4, elements 62, 63, 64 & 1 1). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Fujinawa discloses an optical disk apparatus (see Drawing 3 & 
Drawing 4) comprising: data reading means (4) for, in a state where each of optical disks is 
reproduced, reading data recorded therein; and control means (62) for identifying the optical disk 
based on whether or not data which has been obtained by the data reading means and is located 
at a predetermined position on a logical format has predetermined data (paragraph 26), and for 
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performing control on an operation in accordance with a result of the identification (paragraph 
25, line 2: "processing according to the distinction result"). 

In regard to claim 12, Fujinawa discloses error detection means (Drawing 7, element 101) 
for detecting an error of the data obtained by the data reading means, wherein when the error is 
detected by the error detection means, the control means switches processing for responding to 
the error detection based on the result of the identification (paragraph 9: "error correcti on 
according to each format"). 

In regard to claiml3, Fujinawa discloses that the control means controls the data reading 
means based on the result of the identification in such a manner as to switch a speed at which 
data is read from each of the optical disks (see paragraph 39; "rotational speed control"; Drawing 
4, elements 62, 63, 64 & 11). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ashinuma et al. (US 5,289,451) discloses a means for detecting a type of recording 
medium. Based on the detected type, the rotation speed of the disk is controlled. 

Tsuyuguchi et al. (US 5,329,510) discloses a method and apparatus for discriminating 
between unformatted magnetic disk assemblies of two different storage capacities. 

Ohara et al. (US 5,544,137) discloses a means for identifying a disc type, means for 
changing operating/playback parameters according to the disc type, and means for setting the 
format of the information encoded on the disc according to the disc type. 
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Lee et al. (US 6,016,293) discloses discriminating a disc type by comparing a focus error 
signal with a reference signal 

Kumagai (US 6,147,941) and Matsuo et al. (US 6,628,590) disclose discriminating a disc 
type based on detection signals detected from the disc. 

Shihara et al. (US 6,295,260) and Kishi et al. (US 5,513,162) disclose discriminating disc 
types based on detection holes provided on the disc. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 7 & 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record alone or in combination fails to teach or suggest; 

In claim 7, switching the number of times of reproduction retries or the period of time for 
the reproduction retries based on the result of the identification. 

In claim 8, canceling the switching of the processing for responding to the error detection 
when the data in which an error has been detected is control data. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Vincent Agustin whose telephone number is 703-305-8980. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Thi Nguyen can be reached on 703-305-9687. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Peter Vincent Agustin , 
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